Branch Component

This is one of the essential techniques for creating a cluster of beads
and wire to incorporate into a tiara. We use it in the Eleanor style in
Tiaras and Bridal Jewellery.

1. 'Thread a bead onto a wire and push to halfway down. Hold

the bead in one hand and bend the wire in half with the other.
Continuing to hold the bead in one hand, place thumb and finger
of the other hand on the wires, close to the bead. Start turning the
bead gently but firmly so the wires below it twist together. Twist for
25mm (%in).

2. Separate the wires. Thread a bead onto one wire to within
25mm (%in) of the main stem.

3. Fold the wire around the bead and twist till the wire reaches the
main stem

4. Repeat steps 2-3 with the second wire.

Robin’s Wrap

This is one of the nicest ways of neatening a tiara band, taught to me
by Robin of the Bead Shop, Nottingham!

1. Take along piece of 0.4mm wire and wrap a few times to secure
at one end of the band.

2. 'Thread on a 4mm bead and hold in position on the front of the
band. Wrap the wire tightly three times and thread on another bead,
3. Wrap again and continue all the way around the tiara base. Add
more wire as necessary and finish off by trimming close to the base.

Robin’s wrap continued
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