
Katharine Guerrier

Scrap Quilt  
Projects

E a s y  m i n i  g i f t s  t o  m a k e  a n d  s e l l



22

A Rainbow Disks book

Copyright © Rainbow Disks Limited 2008

Rainbow Disks Ltd
www.rainbowdisks.com

Wren House, 
27 Manor Road, 
Bishopsteignton 
Devon
TQ14 9SU

First published in the UK in 2008

Text and projects © Katharine Guerrier 2008
Photography © Rainbow Disks 2008

Photography by Jonathon Bosley

Katharine Guerrier has asserted her right to be identified as  
author of this work in accordance with the Copyright,  
Designs and Patents Act, 1988.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be re-
produced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any 
form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, by photo-
copying, recording or otherwise, without prior permission in 
writing from the publisher.

A catalogue record for this book is available from 
the British Library.

ISBN 978-1-906314-10-1

If you enjoy this book, please don’t copy it for your friends. 
Instead, buy them copies for their birthdays. Then we can  
afford to produce more good books, and pay the authors a 
fair income for their hard work. 

RAINBOW DISKS LTD
www.rainbowdisks.com

USING THIS BOOK
•	 Browse through this book using the 
Adobe Reader Bookmarks and page 
Thumbnails on the left (icons like tiny 
pages) - they will take you quickly to 
the chapter, project or page you need.
•	 TIP: Activate the Previous View 
and Next View buttons on your 
toolbar, to act like the Back and 
Forward button on your browser. 
Right-click/Control-click the toolbar, 
go to More Tools and select the tools.
•	 Use the zoom tool to zoom in on 
close-up details in photographs, and 
see the details greatly enlarged. 
TIP: Activate the Marquee zoom to 
drag a box around the area you want 
to enlarge. 
•	 Print out pages for easy and 
portable reference.
•	 Use links to suppliers to go directly 
to their web pages.

Katharine Guerrier is an acclaimed 
quilter, teacher and author who has 
written many books and featured 
frequently in British and American 
magazines. Her most recent are 
Patchwork Postcards and Pinboard 
Quilts (Rainbow Disks) Scrap Quilt 
Sensation and Quilting from Start to 
Finish (David & Charles).
www.katharineguerrier.com

http://www.rainbowdisks.com
http://rainbowdisks.com
http://www.rainbowdisks.com
www.katharineguerrier.com


3

Contents

3

Contents				    3
Introduction			   4
Petal Needlecase			   5

the lining				    8
quilting				    9
the felt pages			   9

Triangles Pencil Case		  11
Flying Geese Shopper		  15

make the panels			   16
handles				    17
facing and top edges		  17

Flying Geese Quilt		  18
Flying Geese strip		  19
Dutchman’s Puzzle block	 20
Star Turn block			   21
Zig Zag block			   22
Pinwheel block			   23
Eight Pointed Star block	 24
Eight Pointed Star with  
	 a ‘diamond in a  
	 square’ centre		  25
Eight Pointed Star with  
	 a quartered centre		  26
Diamond block			   27
assembling the quilt		  28

Star Cushions			   29
making the star			   30
inner border			   30
tilting the blocks			   30
outer border			   31
quilting				    31
making up the cushion cover	 31

Vintage Drawstring Bag		 32
making the panels		  33
interlining				   34
lining and finishing		  34

Amish Stars Wallhanging	 35
making the stars			   36
sashing and corner posts	 37
quilting and finishing		  37

Chicken Doorstop			  38
chicken body			   39
the features			   41
finishing the chicken		  42

Humbug Pouch			   44
Modernist Tablemats		  46

piecing				    47
backing				    49
quilting and finishing		  49

Techniques				    50
half square triangles		  50
quarter square triangles		 51
diamond in a square		  52
quick pieced Flying Geese	 53
asymmetrical star		  55
prairie points			   58
binding				    59

Suppliers/Contacts		  60

To go to chapters and projects, click on the head-
ings here, use the bookmark links (click on the 
icon at the top left of the PDF document) or scroll 
through the page thumbnails (click on the icon 
next to the bookmarks).



4

Introduction

4

The emphasis is on quick and easy in these projects, designed to cater for 
quilters at all skill levels. The finished projects are ideal for home decora-
tion, for personal gifts to friends and family, or for fundraising events. 
Choose from useful items such as a pencil case, needlecase, tablemats, a 
novelty chicken doorstop, shopping and laundry bags, cushions, a mini 
wallhanging, and sofa throw. Many can be made with scraps of fabric left 
over from previous projects so they represent only a small investment in 
both expenditure and time. 

Template-free quick piecing methods will speed up production in many 
of the projects,  and where templates are required, these can be printed 
straight from your PC. Several techniques are introduced to expand a 
beginner’s skills, or broaden the expertise of those with more experi-
ence.

So, if you are already a committed quilter, take a break from long-term 
projects to enjoy the satisfaction of completing something quickly. If 
you are a complete beginner, these projects make a good introduction to 
some basic patchwork and machine quilting techniques.    

Each of these colourful cushions features 
an asymmetrical star block set in tilted 

borders, which gives a contemporary look 
to any interior
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This quickly made pouch, with triangles appliquéd onto a  
contrasting background, could be used for pencils or as a handy 
travelling case for a manicure set, jewellery, cosmetics, a basic  

sewing kit or mobile phone charger.
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Lessen the mountain of plastic pollution by replacing plastic bags with 
this cloth shopping bag decorated with a strip of Flying Geese. The 
photo shows two versions of the bag, with different fabric choices.
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This novelty Chicken weighted with  
gravel makes a useful doorstop.
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These tablemats each have decorative inserts of strip piecing in bright  
colours and a variety of compositions. Once the strip sets are constructed the  
tablemats are quick to make. Vary the designs as I have done to make a set of  

six tablemats, or select your favourite and repeat it.
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With rotary cutting and quick piecing techniques, we can construct 
quickly and easily many of the traditional pieced units in patchwork, 
without the need for templates, as shown in the following pages.

half square triangles

This technique divides a square into two right-angled triangles.

1.	 Cut squares in contrasting fabric ⅞in larger than the desired 
finished size of the unit. For example: for a 3in finished unit, cut squares 
3⅞in.

2.	 Place squares right sides together and draw one central diagonal 
line, corner to corner. Stitch ¼in from both sides of the centre line.

3.	 Cut across the centre along the diagonal line, and press the resulting 
units. Trim. This will make two half square triangle units.

  Half square triangles

  Construction of half square triangles
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