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Your main allies in holding the bell part are the Axatse and the high 
support drum, Kagan. The Axatse plays a pulse with four beats against 
each round of the bell and the basic pattern of Kagan fills in every other 
note. Here they are all together:

You can use this recording to practise all three parts. If you find it 
difficult to find your place or get started on Kagan, listen for the two 
quick notes on the high bell – you’ll notice that the Kagan notes always 
coincide with those. Get to know the basic version of these three parts 
really well before moving on. If you can’t quickly find your place in 
the ensemble of these three parts, you will be completely lost when the 
other parts enter.

Kagan has a variation that can be used according to the preference of 
the player. You have to be very fast though to get the semiquavers/16th 
notes in so that you don’t drag and earn a stern look from the master 
drummer.




