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Hello and welcome to Making Tiaras and Designer Jewellery. In this 
CD book I’ve created six more tiara designs with matching necklaces and 
earrings. I hope these will inspire you to make the projects as shown for 
your own special occasions, or use the  techniques to create your own 
designs. A star system grades the projects in difficulty: from * (easy) to 
*** (more difficult).

As a designer, I’m often asked: 'Where do you get your ideas from? And 
how can I have ideas like that?' Well, often my ideas come from the 
wedding or ball gown itself, picking up on a detail of embroidery or bead 
type. Sometimes they come from the theme of a wedding such as 'stars' or 
'blossom'. 

Sometimes it’s the gown's colour that inspires me. Although many 
weddings still favour traditional white and crystal decoration, I have 
found that increasing numbers of brides are requesting glorious colour in 
their gowns and accessories.

Even the venue, which in this non traditional age may be a gothic castle 
or a fabulous garden, will suggest styles and shapes to me.

Once I have all this in my mind, then I’ll start trying colour combinations 
and putting beads together. I have small clear pots in which I put a pinch 
of each bead to see how they react together. I’ll think about the wire 
colour at this stage too.
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Finally I do a little sketch of the shape of the tiara and fill in the focus 
points, a cluster of beads in the centre, or perhaps tall branches in a 
radiating pattern. Then I leave it for a day or two!

When I come back to the design, I may love it, or I may change elements 
of it, only when I’m sure of what I’m trying to achieve will I start putting 
beads onto wire. 

There are lots of things you can do to help you have better ideas too. Look 
at other peoples' designs, not to copy, just to be inspired and take ideas 
from. Go to art galleries and museums with a sketchbook and look at 
colours, shapes and details of paintings, textiles, ceramics – and jewellery. 
Then practise, practise, practise! Don’t expect your first piece to be perfect 
in every detail. If you don’t like something you can always cut it apart and 
rebuild the components.

I often take inspiration from historical eras, as the creation of historically 
based gown designs is the main work of my business Kindred Spirits 
Bridal-Originals. You will find your own inspirations and from there be 
able to work on a collection of pieces that shows off your own style! 

Have fun, 

Jema
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NOTE ON COPYRIGHT

I often get asked about 
copyright issues, so here's my 
explanation.

All the projects in this book 
may be created for personal 
use only. The designs may not 
be made for sale without prior 
permission from the author.

It is always illegal to make a 
copy of another designer's 
work without permission, 

Obviously, you can take 
inspiration from other people's 
work and learn from their use 
of techniques and materials, 
but making an exact copy is 
not fair on the designer who 
spent hours working out all the 
details and is trying to make a 
living from his/her work. 

Never, ever pass off your 
own work as that of another 
designer. Be proud of your own 
creations!
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Tips  for  us ing this  book
•	 Browse through this book by scrolling through the pages as with any 
document, or by using the Adobe Reader Bookmarks (like an interactive 
contents list) and page Thumbnails - they will take you quickly to the 
chapter, project or page you need when you click on that page or project 
in the list. These Bookmarks and Thumbnails are activated by clicking on 
their icons (looking like tiny pages) at the top left of your Adobe Reader 
window. 	

•	 The Contents list on page 3 is also interactive. Click on any of the 
chapters in the list to go to that page.

•	 Use links to go directly to other pages within this book or to web 
pages. Click on the links, shown in blue.

•	 So that you can quickly find the page you were last viewing, activate 
the 'Previous View' and 'Next View' buttons on your toolbar, to act like 
the Back and Forward button on your Internet browser. Right-click/
Control-click the toolbar, go to More Tools and select these two tools by 
clicking their boxes.	

•	 Use the zoom tool to zoom in on close-up details in photographs, and 
see the stitching greatly enlarged. Activate the 'Marquee zoom' to drag a 
box around the area you want to enlarge. 	

•	 Print out pages for easy and portable reference. Each project gives the 
page numbers for that project, so you know which pages to print out. 	

•	 Use the search facility to find specific words.

•	 Copy the PDF file to your computer's hard disk – it will work faster 
from there than from the CD.

If you enjoy this book, please don’t copy it for your friends (this is 
against the law). 

Instead tell them about Rainbow Disks or treat them to a copy as a 
gift. Take a look our website www.rainbowdisks.com as there are often 
special offers available. 

Then we will be able to produce more good books, and pay the  
authors a fair income for their very hard work. 

www.rainbowdisks.com



